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The Roadmap to 2020


 Fueling the Growth of Women’s Enterprise Development in the United States Over the Coming Decade








Overview


The Roadmap to 2020 is a strategic action plan for women’s enterprise development in the United States from 2009 to 2020.





Issues


The Roadmap to 2020 will address strategic gaps in the women entrepreneurial ecosystem, and specific obstacles that still need to be overcome in such areas as:


Research-based knowledge


Fostering business growth in the “missing middle” 


Capital for business expansion


Federal procurement


Access to global market opportunities





Leadership


To share your 2020 vision, please complete the survey at: www.quantumleapsinc.org.





The Roadmap to 2020 blazes some important new trails by:





Collaborating with partners to develop strategies and tactics for building a dynamic women’s enterprise movement, both in the US and globally


Encouraging American women entrepreneurial leaders to provide bold thinking and global leadership on strategic issues that policymakers must address—and encouraging women business leaders to become policymakers themselves


Proposing metrics for measuring the social and economic return on investment (ROI) in women’s enterprise development


Promoting the need for creativity, innovation, R&D, strategic utilization of technology, alternative energy, and “clean and green” technologies, to address America’s competitiveness challenges


Supporting creation of a Women’s Entrepreneurship Wing at a new National Women’s History Museum in Washington DC


Catalyzing the creation of a Women’s Enterprise Development Philanthropy Initiative, to facilitate cooperative funding by major foundations, and contributions by successful women entrepreneurs who want to make a difference





CONTACT


Quantum Leaps, Inc.


3566 13th Street, NW


Washington, DC  20010


Tel: 1-202-332-4411


Fax: 1-202-318-4510


info@quantumleapsinc.org


www.quantumleapsinc.org








How:  The Roadmap to 2020 builds on a series of expert roundtables and online forums that Quantum Leaps has hosted, sponsored by IBM, the Kauffman Foundation, the NWBC and the US Department of Commerce.  We have addressed issues such as research, education and training, access to markets, technology utilization, financial and other strategies for fueling high-growth women owned businesses, and return on investment in women’s enterprise development.  This work has identified the major themes and recommendations that are being developed further in The Roadmap to 2020. 





When and Where:  The Roadmap to 2020 will be released at a Women’s Economic Summit in Washington, DC in February 2009.  The Roadmap will be widely disseminated to the women’s business community and to the broader public.  Its release will serve as a transition from the commemoration of the 20th Anniversary of the Women’s Business Ownership Act of 1988 to the vision for our future.  (Quantum Leaps’ CEO, Virginia Littlejohn, was one of the primary architects of the 1988 legislation, and is spearheading development of The Roadmap to 2020.) Annual Summits will be held to monitor implementation, and to keep The Roadmap dynamic and up to date.  





Next Steps:  In the mid to late 1980s, women business leaders stood shoulder to shoulder to articulate a bold vision, and turn it into reality.  Now, 20 years after the passage of HR 5050, it is time for America’s women business leaders to do so again. Working collaboratively, we can envision the business environment that we want to see by 2020, and create strategic alignments around specific goals and objectives that we want to achieve, with milestones and timetables to help us get there.  Then we can mobilize around these goals and objectives, and turn our vision into reality. We did it before, when our numbers were few.  And now, our numbers are many. 





Support:  We hope you will join us in creating The Roadmap to 2020, as America’s dynamic women’s business community continues its march toward our full social, economic and political potential as engines of job creation and economic growth, and as equal contributors to our nation’s economy.





To help develop The Roadmap to 2020, please complete the “Roadmap Survey” at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.quantumleapsinc.org" �www.quantumleapsinc.org�





The Roadmap to 2020 Sponsors





American Airlines	WBENC


DSEF	WIPP


I B M	Womenable


NAWBO	WPO		


NWBC	


Oct. 1, 2008








Background:  When House Resolution (HR) 5050 was passed, and signed into law as the Women’s Business Ownership Act of 1988 by President Reagan on October 25, 1988, women entrepreneurial leaders had a clear idea of what obstacles we faced, and a vision of what we needed to do to overcome them:  more accurate and complete data, improved access to capital, women-friendly entrepreneurial education, more credibility and more clout.  This law helped to transform the landscape for women’s entrepreneurship over the past two decades, and has come to be known as the “big bang” of the women’s enterprise movement.  Twenty years later, the challenges are more subtle, and we still have some distance to go in order to achieve our full social, economic and political potential.





Today:  Unlike HR 5050, which focused only on the policy agenda, The Roadmap to 2020 will promote recommendations and strategies with regard to federal, state and local governments, as well as corporate America, the media, academia, foundations and associations.  In particular, it will emphasize the strategic role to be played by national women’s business groups, all of which are collaborating on its development. It will also emphasize the role of individual women entrepreneurial advocates and champions.





Who:  Quantum Leaps, a nonprofit based in Washington, DC, that helps fuel the global growth of women’s enterprise development, is responsible for developing The Roadmap to 2020.  It is working in partnership with the National Women’s Business Council (NWBC), a federal advisory commission that makes policy recommendations to Congress, the Small Business Administration, and the President of the United States.  The Editorial Board includes the Quantum team, the Executive Director of the NWBC, the President of Womenable, and the Director of Research for the Center for Women’s Business Research. The heads of the major national women’s business organizations serve on the Leadership Advisory Committee, and contribute content and recommendations.  Thought Leaders with specific expertise are also providing strategic recommendations. 





Why:  This initiative will provide a roadmap for the major national women’s business organizations to commit to between 2009 and 2020, in order to strengthen the women entrepreneurial sector, and to accelerate the growth of women owned businesses in the United States.  Each major organization will commit to specific actions to advance progress in its area of expertise and responsibility—research, capital access, access to corporate and government markets, international trade, advocacy, etc.  As an outgrowth of The Roadmap to 2020, templates will be shared with other countries that are eager to develop similar national action plans to fuel women’s enterprise development.
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